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This was the "village green" with its War Memorial as it looked for a 
few years following World War II. This tree-lined parkleL was rented lo the 
Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. for a parking lot to serve their store al 
the corner of Eastern Ave. and Freeport Rd. The Borough Building and 
stores along Commercial Ave. can be seen in the background. 
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Just seven miles away from Pittsburgh, one of America's busiest industrial cities, is 
the peaceful residential community of Aspinwall. Here, among quiet, tree-lined streets, 
are homes with carefully manicured lawns; neat rows of beets and lettuce growing be­
hind well-cared-for back-yard fences; children playing on the sidewalks and old folks sitting 
on ivy-shielded front porches. Although it is a metropolitan suburb, Aspinwall, in 1967, 
could well serve as the model for "Hometown, U.S.A." in any movie depicting small 
town life in America. 

Bounded on the south by the Allegheny River, on the north by O'Hara Township and 
Fox Chapel Borough, on the west by Sharps burg Borough and on the east by the City of 
Pittsburgh, Aspinwall has remained much as it was first planned by the men who organ­
ized the Aspinwall Land Company in 1890. Without open land on which to expand, the 
borough has been forced to maintain the character of a compact residen'tial commun­
ity. There is no noise or dirt from industry to annoy the residents-but neither is there the 
additional tax revenue, therefore some of the newer innovations in suburban living have not 
come to Aspinwall. This seems to please the majority of residents who love their town 
because it is just what it is-a quiet, peaceful "hometown." 

Courtesy Mrs. W. R. Marshall 

For over a decade, just at the turn of the century, this 
iortion of the Ross Estate was laid out in neat garden plots. 
-Iere grew the delectable <tomatoes, succulent cucumbers and 
,ungent horseradish which made t,he H. J. Heinz name world 
amous. 

By the mid 1880' s the little fronti el' 
village of Pittsburgh had become a 
thriving city-busy, dirty and noisy. 
Blast furnaces, glass works. steel mills, 
ship building yards, and factories of 
all kinds lined the river banks for miles 
in both directions from the confluence 
of the Monongahela and Allegheny. 
Residents were being "choked" by the 
fly--ash and smoke in the air. House­
wives were weary of their daily fight 
with soot, grease, grime and dirt -
and tired of the whistles and horns 
from the factories, the roar of machin­
ery from the mills and the rattle of 
wagons and trolley cars past their front 
doors. 

Up the Allegheny River, the 
land on the northern banks of the 
river was still unspoiled fertile valleys 
and wooded hillsides. The air was re­
latively clean, the water was pure and 
the river bank still open. When the 
Aspinwall Land Company announced 
60 I lots were available for home sites 
people flocked to Guyasuta Station to 
investigate. The merchants came 
from Pittsburg, Allegheny, Law­
renceville, Sharpsburg. Railroaders 
came, and business leaders. They liked 
what they saw and they purchased lots 
in the neat little town. 

By 1890 there were already 400 in­
habitants in the town. Most of these 
were families with young children. A 
school was a necessity. There was a 
sohool - bu't it was nowhere near 
adequate for the constantly exploding 
needs of the town. Each new fami'y 
created a greater need for the functions 
of municipal government which it was 
difficult for O'Hara Township to 
supply to the satisfaction of the new 
residents. 

1'herefore, in the spring of 1892, 
the residents determined to petition 
the Allegheny Oounty Court of Quarter 
Sessions for incorpora,tion as a Eelf­
governing unit. Because the 15 5 acHs 
of land on which ,the town was de­
veloped had been purchased from 
Mrs. Annie Aspinwall, and the Land 
Company had already chosen that 
name, they asked to become "The 
Borough of Aspinwall". 



Forty "resident citizens within the 
limits of said proposed Borough, all 
of them freeholders therein" signed the 
petition which Clifton H. Beach pre­
sented to the Court on July 25th, 
1892. As they appeared on the 
petition, the signers were: Louis Wal­
ser, W. R. Hastings, Henry Warner, 
Sarah E. Marshall, Clifton H. Beach, 
Anna M. Black, C. H. Love, J. L. Love, 
Samuel Doubt, Cyrus A. Keck. 

Mrs. Laura Watkins, W. C. Scott, 
Mrs. A. M. -E. Scott, H. A. Stout, W. 
R. Smith, Mrs. Nellie L. R. Armstrong,
Mrs. Charlotte Y. Cowan, Annie K.
Hall, George Robinsteen, Martha B.
Beach.

William McMorran, Wm. M. Camp­
bell, James Patton, Richard Harris, 
R. H. Love, Lizzie Creese, Ella Creese, 
Nannie Emrick, Margaret Emrick, Wil­
liam B. McNeely. 

R. A. McDonald, Lizzie Flhy, Mary 
A. Miller, Chester Robie, Lizzie M.
Bowman, Sarah J. Love, Grant Darby,
Wm. H. Boyle, Samuel Lindsay and
Chas. A. Gernn.

C. H. Beach, who had represented
the townspeople at court, was one of 
the first folks to purchase land in the 
new development. He secured hillside 
property and built three large houses, 
fronting on 6th St. Two he sold. His 
own spacious home, topped by a big 
cupola, was surrounded by extensive 
lawns and gardens. In the woods be­
hind the house was a stable where son 
Earl kept his Kentucky-bred horse 
"Frank". The family also included 3 
daughters-Florida, Georgia and Flor­
ence- and so the house was planned to 
provide ample entertaining space. 

Mr. Beach owned a drugstore 111 

Mt. Washington and was president of 
the Saltsburg Bottle Co., where he 
made prescription bottles. The family 
came to Aspinwall in 1890, living in 
one of the smaller houses until their 
own was finished. Mr. and Mrs. Beach 
both took an active part in the social, 
religious, and political activity of the 
village. Clihon was elected to Borough 
Council and served as president of that 
body for the first 8 years. He also serv­
ed as Sunday School Supt. and Mrs. 
Beach was very ac'tive in all church af­
fairs. When only 5 1 years old, she 
died of pneumonia which developed 
from a cold she caught while sloshing 
down Center Ave. to carry a basket of 
food to the church for a Church Sup­
per. 

Courtesy Mrs. B. W. Kittredge 

Clifton H. Beach 

Son Earl went through the Aspin­
wall schools and then attended Park 
Institute in Allegheny City. Re establ­
ished the Earl Beach Co. in Verona, an 
electrical concern, which his widow and 
son Richard still operate. Around the 
turn of the century he used to enter­
tain the townsfolk by racing his fine 
horse against the railroad trains which 
went through the town. He died in 
1945 at the age of 63. 

William M. Campbell was one of 
the early residents on Fourth Street. 
He was one of the signers of the bor­
ough petition and a member of the 
United Presbyterian Church where he 
taught Sunday School. He went from 
here to a Ford City shoe business. 

Cyrus A. Keck, a carpenter, also 
lived on Fourth Street and was a pet­
itioner. He worked for H. K. Porter 
Locomotive Co. An Inspector on the 
first Election Board, he was the third 
Fire Chief ( 1899-190 3) and a Coun­
cilman from 1907 to mid-September 
1910. 

Samuel Doubt, another petitioner, 
was an early resident of Sixth Street. 
He was the Sharpsburg Episcopal 
Church organist. Richard Harris, also 
one of the very early residents and a 
signer of the petition, only stayed in 
town about fifteen years, on Fifth St. 



The application for incorporation, 
duly laid before the Grand Jury of the 
County of Allegheny at the September 
Sessions, 1892, was certified by a ma­
jority. l1herefore, on motion of Tho­
mas J. Ford, Solicitor for the petition­
ers, a decree was granted and a Chart­
er issued on December 28, 1892. 

By the terms of the decree the 
town would be known as .. The Bor­
ough of Aspinwall" and would con­
stitute one election district; the annual 
election to be held the third Tuesday 
of February in the Public School House, 
on the southeast corner of Fifth Street 
and Center Avenue; the first election 
for the officers provided by law, to 
be held the 21st day of February, 
189 3, between the hours of 7 a. m. and 
7 p. m. (Taken from the Charter, re­
corded December 31, 1892 by Court 
Clerk, D. K. McGonnegle.) 

The Court directed Lewis Walzer 
to .. give due notice of said election 
and the officers to be elected thereat'" 
and appointed Samuel D. Miller Judge 
of Elections. William R. Hastings and 
Cyrus A. Keck were designated Inspec­
tors. Henry Warner and Henry A. 
Stout were appointed Auditors. 

John Lawrence won election as the 
first Burgess of Aspinwall. He served 
only three years, resigning March 20, 
1896, when he moved from the vicin­
ity and it has been impossible to learn 
anything personal about him. Today, 
most of the older residents recall Hope 
W. Hastings as the first Burgess, for 
he replaced Mr. Lawrence on May 9, 
1896 and served for four years. James 
Patton was the Justice of Peace who 
administered his oath of office.

The first Borough Council was com­
posed of: President, Clifton H. Beach; 
Ezra Creese, contractor who built the 
original Methodist Church, along with 
his brother, Henderson; John Cowan, 
another builder and contractor, whose 
wife, Charlotte Y. Cowan, was a bor­
ough petition signer; Francis R. Arm­
s'lrong, cashier in the Jones and Laugh­
lin Steel Co. office, whose wife, Nellie 
L. H. Armstrong, was also a borough 
petitioner; W. R. Smith, a railroad 
man from Blairsville who was one o'f 
the earliest settlers and a petition sign­
er; and W. C. Scot't who Jived in one
of ithe larger homes on Sixth Street 
and was a petitioner along witl;i his 
wife, Mrs. A. M. E. Scott. 
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Courtesy Miss Jean Mccrum 

Judge Thomas J. Ford 

Thomas L. Ford had been practic­
ing law only a dozen years when he 
represented the citizens seeking bor­
ough status for their new town of 
Aspinwall. However, he had already 
acquired an excellent reputation as a 
trial lawyer and general counsel. A 
resident of Etna at· that time, he had 
been born in Cincinatti, Ohio, Septem­
ber 3, 1856. The son of John B. and 
Anne 1£. Ford, he was just five when 
his father joined !the Uriion Army and 
gave his life for a United States. Young 
Thomas was educated at the Soldier's 
Orphan Home in Uniontown, Pa. 

When twenty-one years old he came 
to Pittsburg. Working as a store clerk, 
in a machine shop, and as a ticket 
agent, he earned ·his law degree and 
was admitted to the Allegheny County 
Bar in 1880. In 189 7 he was elected 
to •�he lower house of 't'he Pennsylvania 
State Legislature and was twice re­
elected to that body. From June 1903 
to November 1 906 'he was chairman of 
�he Allegheny County Republican Com­
miNee. He was elected Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas in 190 7 and 
again in 191 7. T. J. Ford was Aspin­
wall' s· first Solicitor, serving until 1898. 
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Courtesy Mrs. J. M. Harper 

Chartered April 9, 1889 and organized in 1890, the Aspinwall Land Co. had its office 
on Freeport Rd., near Center Ave. The water weH and pump house were at the corner of 
Center and Commercial Avenues. This was 1905, for in the background can be seen the 
Piano Factory being constructed next lo James and John Hastings' plumbing shop. 

When the Aspinwall Land Com­
pany was formed in 1890 Henry War­
ner, then Superintendent of the Alle­
gheny County Workhouse, was named 
president. Rightly so, for the develop­
ment of a residential town on the 
Aspinwall estate had been his brain­
child. It was he who had gone to 
New York and purchased I 5 5 acres 
from Mrs. George Aspinwall and then 
persuaded his friends to join him in the 
venture. George L. Walter was named 
secretary and H. A. Spangler, treas­
urer. 

Born May 30, 1838 in Allegheny 
City, Henry was the youngest of four 
children born to Henry Warner, Sr. 
(1791-1873) and Mary Riddle Warn­
er (1802-1876), both of whom had 
come to America from Ireland in the 
early 1 800' s. He attended the local 
public schools un'til 1 5 years old. He 
clerked three years and was bookkeep­
er for a flour mill before enlisting as 
a private in the Civil War. Rising 
through the ranks he became com­
mander of a ten-gun battery at Reedy 
Point prior to his discharge in June 
1865. In January 1866 he married 
Annie L. Little of Sewickley and spent 
a year in Oil City as a merchant before 
returning to Allegheny City to become 
bookkeeper for Alexander Patterson. 

Courtesy Mrs. W. R. Marshall 

Henry Warner 



Elected to the Common Council of 
thal city in 1867, he served three 
terms, the last as president. In 18 70 
he was elected to the State Legislature 
on the Republican slate. Electted 
Comptroller of Allegheny County in 
I 8 71 he served until 18 7 8; part of this 
time he was manager of Morganza Re­
form School. In 18 79 Warner was 
elected general manager and first vice­
president of the Pittsburg & Southern 
Railroad Company but resigned the 
post w'hen he was appointed by the 
Court of Common Pleas as County 
Commissioner to settle losses incurred 
by the railroad riot of 18 7 7. In 1881 
he was elected a County Commissioner 
but never served for he was appointed 
to the Workhouse post and filled that 
position with marked success until 
1891. In 1888 he made the dedica1tion 
speech at the opening of Pittsburg' s 
new Court House. 

Henry Warner died in Aspinwall 
September 5, 1895 at the age of 5 7. 
His wife, the mother of his five child­
ren, died April 11, 1925. 

Samuel Davidson Miller, general 
superintendent of the Aspinwall Land 
Company, was born at Montour Run, 
Moon T1ownship, Allegheny County, 
March 29, 1825. He was 13 when his 
family moved to Sewickley and he re­
ceived his education in the public 
schools there. Following school he 
learned the carpenter trade and em­
barked in the contracting business, 
building many of the older homes in 
Sewickley. 

In I 848 he married Mary Ann 
Little, daughter of John H. and Mar­
garet C. Little. That same year he and 
his older brother, James, formed a 
partnership and built a large steam saw 
mill, the first on the Ohio River, be­
tween Pitts!burg and Economy. In 
1862 the brotihers relocated in Oil 
City, Pennsylvania and entered the 
oil business under the firm name Mc­
Kelvey, Miller & Co. This firm be­
came one of the largest dealers and 
shippers of oil in the business and also 
dealt in real estate and leases. How­
ever, they were unable to survive the 
financial crash in 1865 following the 
Civil War. Sam Miller was also asso­
ciated with Riddle, Miller and Com­
pany and remained in Oil City twenty­
two years. 

Courtesy Mrs. J. M. Harper 

Samuel D. Miller 

During that time he served several 
terms on the school board; was a mem­
ber of City Council and assisted in the 
construction of the Water Works, of 
which he was the superintendent for 
several years. (He also supervised the 
erection of the Water Works in Mead­
ville, Pennsylvanfa and Olean, New 
York.) The last three of his ten child­
ren were born while the family lived 
in Oil City. 

In 1884 he returned to Allegheny 
County to become assistant to his 
brother-in-law, Henry Warner, at the 
County Workhouse in O'Hara Town­
ship. With the formation of the Aspin­
wall Land Company he became sup­
erintendent and held that post until 
his death, August 16, 1902. It was 
he who erected the Water Works and 
Electric Plant and developed the vil­
lage into one of the most desirable 
residential areas near the bustling 
young city of Pittsburg. 



Courtesy Mrs. J. :M. Harper 

Three of Samuel D. Miller's 10 children also 
came lo A�pinwall. Samuel R. Chase, seen above, 
was the 1husband of Margaret Lillie Miller, his 
youngest daughter. Mr. Chase was lhe 3rd Bor­
ough Clerk and died in office after 15 years 
I 1906-1921). 

Courtesy Mrs. J. M. Harner 

Samuel D. Miller, Jr. was the oldest 
son. His children, Florence and Arl•hur 
D. Miller, went through the Aspinwall
schools.

' 

Courtesy Mrs. J. M. Harper 

Ralph A. Miller (left front> is seen here with an 1895 Bicycle Club. The youngest of 
lhe family, he married Nancy L. McNeely of Aspinwall and in 1894 became the Aspinwall 
Land Company clerk. He gave help on this book prior to his death August 1, 1967, two 
days short of his 95th birthday. His daughter, Margaret Miller Harper of Sheridan, 
supplied many photographs and all the maps used in this book. 



Courtesy Mrs. W. R. Marshall 

Hazlett House 1894 

Enjoying their front lawn can be seen: I. ,to r. Louisa Troutman Haz­

lett (1860-1912); daughter Jessie; James B. Hazlett, borough councilman 
1897-1902; daughter Edith; son Adam B. Hazkll, steel man with J & L; 

and daughter Mary who married Charles M. Parkin, distinguished veteran 
of ilwo World Wars. The family came to Aspinwall in 1892 and were 
early members of the Lutheran Church. 

Courtesy Mrs. W. R. Marshall 

This picture of Henry Warner's family 

was taken in 1905. T1he following year his 
son, Edward Lillie Warner (top Jett), died 
in the Typhoid Fever epidemic that hit 
Aspinwall. Next to Edward is Annie DiUle 
Warner, Henry's wife. Beside rher is Jessie 
Hazlett Warner, Edward's wife and mother 
c,f Mary Louise (-at her Dad's knee). In 
front is Isabel W,arner, Henry's daughter, 
who later married Press C. Dowler. 

Courtesy Miss Orace Renouf 

JOHN GRANT DYER, JR. and his wife, 
Louise (Gungle) Dyer came to Aspinwall 
in 1891. He was a brick contractor and 
built many of the chimneys in the new 
houses going up al that time. Mrs. 
Dyer was a charter member of The First 
Presbyterian Church. Their son, W. W. 
Dyer was ,a borough councilman in 1905-
1907. 



THE HOMESTEAD 

Unlil il was demolished in 1966, this was 
the oldest homestead in the borough. Built 
during the period of the Pennsylvania Canal, 
when all of the James Ross estate was open 
lo tenant farmers, it is reported that four 
generations of a family named Cook lived here 

Since no recorded history of this 
house seems to exist, one can only 
conjecture about its real beginnings. 
From Mrs. Richard Thalimer of Fox 
Chapel. a little was learned about the 
physical structure of the building. She 
is the daughter of John Easton Boyd 
who moved into the house in 1901 
and whose family lived there some 
forty odd years. 

From the beams and the construc­
tion of the central portion of the 
house it would seem that it originally 
had six rooms-two in a partially un­
derground level and one on each side 
of a center hall on two upper floors. 
The house grew, like "Topsy", with 
rooms, ells and porches added to meet 
the needs of its occupants. 

At some poinit an ell was added 
to the back of the house. This included 
a room on the lower floor in which 

Courtesy Mrs. Rlchnrct Thallmc 

and farmed the land. The house· was built 
away from the river lo escape the frequent 
flooding of the Allegheny. A family by the 
name of Scheib was living there when Aspin­
wall was founded in 1892. The James Boyd 
family occupied it when George Robie look 
this picture about 1906. 

was installed a dumb-waiter to serve 
the upper floors. Upon one of the 
beams in this room was scratched the 
name "Aspinwall." Since the house 
was located on a portion of the land 
which Ann Ross Coleman (Mrs. 
George Aspinwall) inherited from her 
uncle, James Ross, Jr., it is interesting 
to speculate whether the Aspinwalls 
themselves may have lived th.;:re at 
some time. 

In fact, •the very structure of the 
lower level leads to further pondering. 
By the time the Boyd family lived there 
the walls of the lower ro·oms had been 
plastered over. The simple and sturdy 
construcJtion of this portion of the 
house leads one to wonder if it could 
have been an early log cabin which 
was converted and added onto years 
before the upper portions were erected. 
Such pondering takes us back to some 
of the earlier history of this region. 

















































































































Courtesy Mrs. W. F. Agnew 

Service Flag Dedication on Brilliant Avenue, July 4, 1918 

Courtesy of Mrs. R. R. Rickley 

Samuel R. McMorran 

DEDICATORY CEREMONIES 

ASPINWALL SERVICE FLAG 

FLAG POLE - 7:30 P. M. 

THURSDAY, JULY 4TH,1918 

"America" ............ Rocereto's Band and Assembly 

Invocation ................... Rev. Paul M. Kinporls 

Address-"Declaralion of Independence",. ..... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. J. A. Duff 

"Keep The Home Fires Burning" ........... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . Rocereto's Band and ReJ Cross 

Presentation of Service Flag . ....... Hon. Thos. J. Ford 

Acceptance of Flag .......... Burgess S. R. McMonan 

Selection ......... Rocereto's Band and School Children 

Address ..................... Mrs. E.W. Duckwall 

Selection ......................... Rocereto's Band 

Address-"Our Boys" .................. C. M. Barr 

"Star Spangled Banner" .. Rocereto's Band and Assembly 

Address ..................... . Rev. A. F. Walker 

Address .................... Rev. Thomas G. Hicks 

Benediction ..................... Rev. F al her Boyle 

BAND CONCERT UNTIL 10:00 P. M. 

J. T. AUSTEN, Ch.i,man S. R. CHASE, Trcuur<r 
MRS. E. W. YOUNG. S«,ewy 

Couacil Committtt-Mewa. Auden, Wamhof and BuAhart 
PROF. F. D. KEBOCH, ();,ecto, of Mu,;c 

Courtesy Charles F. Lytle 





































LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL came to 
Aspinwall ,in the late 1940's. This 1951 team 
was one of tlhe first organized groups to play 
under LL sponsorship here. L. to R., back row 
- Mike McCarthy, Ben Fruedenrich, Eddie
Lyons, Dan Handrahan, Jim McIntyre, Lenny

Aspinwall has always been a com­
munity in which the adults CARED 
about the children and youth of tht: 
town. Since the days of Professor Rob­
inson· s Knights of Valor to the present 
Youth League of Dr. George Knight. 
chere have always been organiza,tions 
devoted to encouraging the creative 
and athletic abilities of the young peo­
ple, and to meeting their social needs. 

Probably none ever served as many 
people, or offered the variety of pro­
grams, as did the CRA during its doz­
en or so years of activity. 

The Community Recreation Asso­
ciation involved not just Aspinwall, 
but O'Hara Township and Fox Chapel 
Borough as well. It was really a brain 
child of the teenagers from the three 
areas who attended Aspinwall High 
School in the immediate post WW II

years. School teachers, church work­
ers, community leaders and business 
executives all supported the efforts of 
this organization. It started with Fri­
day Nite dances sponsored by Miss 
Beulah Frey and Miss Marion Klug, 
l wo Aspinwall High School teachers.
When the Kiwanis Club was established

Courtesy Harry Leonard 

Liebert, Ollie Gray. Middle row-Bobby Pat­
ton, Pal Connell, Harry Waldschmidt, Billy 
Manefislo, Herman Fritsch, Eddie Helfrich. 
Front row - Coach, Harry Leonard, Eddie 
Hughes, Joe Leone, Bill Owens, Cliff Borland, 
Bobby Ulmer, and Manager, Sam Johnson. 

in 1945 they approached that group 
for help with permanent sponsorship 
of the dances. As a result, the CRA 
was incorporated in 1946 (by a group 
of Kiwanians) and the Kavalier Kan­
teen was a regular feature at the As­
pinwall Woman's Club until after the 
formation of the Fox Chapel Area 
School District made it impossible to 
handle the large crowds. 

The CRA was financed by volunt• 
ary contributions and staffed by vol­
unteers from the community. It grew 
and grew and grew. At the end of a 
decade it included a Summer Play­
ground program (complete with hob­
by and craft classes) offered at both 
the Boyd and Kerr schools in O'Hara 
Township as well as at the Aspinwall 
Playground; bus trips to North Park 
for swimming; a mammoth Fourth of 
July celebration with Fireworks; base­
ball for all ages; win,ter basketball and 
girl's softball and volleyball. 

Dr. William L. Fink was the first 
CRA president; J. 8. Nicholas. treas­
urer; Mrs. James D. Boyd, secretary 
and Dr. R. 8. Tedrow, finance chair­
rnan. 



Courtesy Mrs. J. B. Henry 

Camping trips, or weekends at the Girl Scout cabin 
in North Park, were a "big thing" during the 1950's. 
Seen above r I. to r. ) arc Sue Klingensmith, Janice 
Henry, Virginia Canning and Anita and Dorrie Bauer on 
a "Camp-out", about 1953. 

Courtesy Mrs. Paul Wamhoff 

Girl Scouting came to Aspinwall 
early in the 2 O's about a decade after 
Mrs. Juliette Low introduced the Eng­
lish Girl Guides organization to Amer-

' ica under a new name. After World 
War II Scouting grew rapidly and by 
the time the above picture was taken, 
in 1956, the majority of teen-age girls 
in Aspinwall had been involved in 
scouting at some level. These girls 
belonged to Troop I 06 and were en­
joying a "Cook Out". They are: I. to 
r., Nancy DeLuca, Rene Infante, Gem­
ma Marion, Judy Warner and Assistant 
Troop Leader Eleanor Imhoff. 

Records in the Allegheny CountJ 
Office of Girl Scouts of America arr 
hazy as to which was Aspinwall' s firs 
Troop. Troop I 06 seems to be th< 
first chartered troop, but unfortunately. 
the Charter application was not dated! 
It lists Mrs. Lois Walley as Troop Lead­
er, and since Lois Zahniser didn't mar­
ry Alex F. Wally until 1934, it could 
hardly be earlier. Mrs. Dean Bailey of 
I 0th St. is listed as Troop Committee 
Chairman; a Mrs. Patterson of The 
Maples, as Neighborhood Chairman; 
and Gladys Saxon and Vada Schade 
as Assistant Leaders of the troop. How­
ever, other records indicate a Troop 
in 1933, with Miss Helen Kendall as 
Captain and the Aspinwall Woman's 
Club as Sponsor, Lut no charter I 

By 196 7 there were approximately 
I 75 girls and 30 women involved in 
Scouting in Aspipwall. There were 
about ten girls in Senior Troop 603. 
Cadet Troop 512 had about 26 girls; 
Junior Troops 15, I 06 and 999 each 
had about 2 6 girls and Brownie Troop 
262, 4 7 3 and 861 each had 20 girls 
Mrs. Mary Lou Martin, served as the 
Aspinwall-Sharpsburg, Neighborhoocl 
Chairman in this Jubilee year. 

Courtesy Mrs. Paul Wamhoff 

Members of Girl Scout Troop 15 
marched in the Memorial Day Parade 
in 1965. Mrs. Jean Veltri and Mrs. Teddi 
Larkin serve as the Leaders of this 
Junior Troop. 





Born in Scotland in 18 78, David 
Pryde married Margare'tte Russel of 
Braddock, Pa. in 1900. They came to 
Aspinwall in 1909 and he immediately 
became involved in community affairs. 
Elected to Council in 1922 he served 
for 2 3 years, seventeen of them as 
presiden,t. He resigned from Council 
in 1945 and died five years later. Mrs. 
Pryde survived until 1966. 

llhe oldest of their three sons, 
Thomas Pryde, graduated from As­
pinwall High School and Penn State 
University and became an educator. 
He chose the field of vocational educa­
tion and has had a brilliant career. 
He was full time acting chairman of 
V ocationa'I Teaching at the University 
of Pitts'burgh prior to being named 
director of Vocational & Industrial 
Arts in 'the Pittsburgh Public Schools 
in 1962. He also served as consul­
tant to Forbes Trail Area T echnirnl 
School, A'lleg'heny Oounty' s first tech­
nical high school. He lives in Penn 
Hills. 

When announcement was made of 
the formation of the Aspinwall Land 
Co. in 1890, city-weary folks rushed 
lo buy lots in the new Plan. The 
"building booms" of 1892 and I 89 5 
gave the town a look of real perman­
ance by 1896 and by 1900 the popula­
tion had grown to 1,231. It more 
than doubled in the next decade ( 2800 
in 191 I) and residents were fighting a 
proposal of the State Legislature to an­
nex Aspinwall to the City of Pittsburgh. 
( After I 5 3 years, the "lost h" was re­
turned to the city's name in 1911.) 

On February 5, 1912. Harry C. Lea 
of Etna was appointed the town's first 
Superintendent of Public Works. He 
left his job as Superintendent of the 
Sharpsburg Water Works to assume the 
new post-at a salary of $87.50 a 
month. W. R. Smith was the Burgess 
then and Council was composed of W. 
A. Irvin, James McCaslin, M. Rodger.,, 
C. C. Henderson, T. C Pollock, G. H. 
Smith and C. E. Conner. 

Mr. Lea quickly became involved 
in community affairs, joining No. I 
Hose Company on May 31. In June 
he had to contend with complaints 
about the Dump at Fourth St. and 

Maple Ave. and to oversee the paving 
of Alleys A. 8, C, D, from Center Ave. 
to Western Ave. July brought the new 
RR Freight Station on Freeport Ave. 
and sewer problems caused by the con­
struction of a dam on the river. In 
late summer a new water reservoir was 
put in service at Eighth St.; the water 
tanks at Twelfth St. were demolished 
and two new wooden tanks were con­
:,tructed at the top of Guyasuta Road. 

By 19 I 3 the beautiful Poplar trees 
along the borough streets were causing 
trouble and Harry Lea had I 14 of 
them removed. That was also the year 
Council spent $1,000 to build a new 
jail-(the first one had been built in 
189 7 in the basement of the 5th St. 
Hose House). 

The winter of 1914-1915 was an 
extremdy hard one. Bitter cold and 
i<now created hardships throughout the 
town. Council appointed a commit­
tee to solicit funds and designated 
January 18, 1915 as '·Bundle Day" 
when clothing was collected for those 
in need. That summer the newly open­
ed Pittsburgh Field Club was granted 
the use of the borough's $295 street 
sprinkler. 

Harry C. Lea and his wife, the 
former Nellie McCullough of Sharps­
burg, had three children. Their first 
son, Winfield S. Lea was born in £tna 
in 1899. The second son, Mansfield, 
born in 1904, died as the result of a 
sledding accident in 191 7. Their 
daughter Nancy was born in Sharps­
burg in 1910. She is now Mrs. A. A. 
Armstrong of Pleasant Hills. 

"Win" Lea, as he was known to 
most folks, a t t e n d e d Sharpsburg 
schools and graduated from Aspinwall 
High School and the University of 
Pittsburgh. A veteran of WW I, he 
came to Aspinwall in 1925 to become 
Chief Electrician of the Borough. On 
January I 0, 1944 he was named Bor­
ough Manager and held that post until 
his death, February 6, 1961. As a 
young man he had married Eleanor 
Hasenfritz of Sharpsburg and they had 
three children: Jean, Nancy and W. S. 
Lea, Jr. Being left a widower, he re­
married in 195 6, to Mrs. Mariagnes 
White. On that fateful day in 1961, 
he attended the morning funeral of his 
mo'ther-in-law, Mrs. Emma White, and 
then returned to his office in the Bor­
ough Building. There he was stricken 
with a fatal heart attack. 



























































THE 

UNION NATIONAL BANK 

OF PITTSBURGH 

ASPINWALL OFFICE 

SERVING THE BOROUGH OF ASPINWALL 

FOR FORTY-ONE YEARS 



HAPPY 75th ANNIVERSARY 

TO OUR COMMUNITY 

ASPINWALL AMERICAN LEGION POST 77 

ASPINWALL AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 77 

ASPINWALL POST HOME ASSOCIATION 

"A Community Minded Organization" 

JOIN YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGIIBORS AT THE POST HOME 

EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

We Welcome the Veterans of World War I, II, Korea and Vietnam 

SEE US FIRST 

WHITEMAN'S FLOWER SHOP 

And 

GARDEN CENTER 

FLOWER SHOP 

781-7080

( Scotts Products) 

319-323 FREEPORT ROAD

GARDEN CENTER 

781-8414



Patterson Equipment Company 
128 HANOVER STREET, ROCK STATION 

CARNEGIE, PENNSYLVANIA 

923-2277 ( Code 412) 279-3500 

YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR: 

AUSTIN-WESTERN 

FITCHBURG CHIPPERS .... 

FRINK $NO-PLOWS . 

CENTRAL ENGINEERING 

SCHRAMM 

WESTERN 

JACKSON VIBRATORS 

SICARD 

AMERICAN SNOWBLAST 

.... Graders, Rollers & Street Sweepers 

............ Brush and Wood Chippers 

.. . ............. Snow Plows, Roll-Over & Reversible, Spreaders 

. ......... Vac-AII 

.... Compressors 

............. Rollers & Snow Blowers 

......... Vibrators, Tampers & Compactors 

.......... .. ........... Snow Blowers, Sand Spreaders 

....... Snow Blowers, Brooms 

- ALSO-

Grader Blades - As9halt Tools - Brooms Fiber - Street Signs 

Traffic Cones - Tar Kettles - Pumps Municipal Supplies 

SALES RENTALS PARTS SERVICE 

H. BLAINE WEDDELL

FUNERAL HOME 

100 Center Avenue 

Aspinwall, Pa. 



Compliments Of 

ROBERT D. FLEMING 

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPO,RE 

SENA TE OF PEN NSYL VAN IA 



A. R. BAUGH 

WATCH AND CLOCK REPAIR 

Hamilton, Croton and Caravelle Watches 

Jewelry Repair, Speidel Bands 15% Off 

Diamonds 10% Our Wholesale Cost 

713 Brilliant Avenue Aspinwall, Pa. 

781-4244

TOWNE DRUG 

Commercial Avenue 

Aspinwall, Pa. 

YOUR PRESCRIPTION DRUGGIST 

COMPLIMENTS 

Spotless Stores, Inc. 

PAUL H. GUMTO 
Lithographing Service 

Negatives • Offset Printing 

781-8870

2 30 First St. Aspinwall 

Edith Bennett 

Beauty Shoppe 

781-1056

335 First Street 

Aspinwall, Pa. 

Closed Tuesday Afternoons 

Patrick's Cleaning 

And Tailoring 

3 3 5 First St. Aspinwall, Pa. 

Phone 781-6820 

COMPLIMENTS 

Eastland Office Equipment 

Company 

6 Brilliant Avenue 

Herbert J. Klug & Son 

Insurance & Real Estate 

Notary Public 

1/spi11wnll's O/drsl Agrnc.r 

335 Freeport Rd. 781-0225



ASPINWALL AUTOMOTIVE 

CORP. 

THE BEST IN TIRES 

THE BEST IN CAR SERVICE 

CONGRATULATIONS ON INCORPORATION 

OF 

75 YEARS OF GOOD GOVERNMENT 










